CARUDATTA IN POVERTY

(DaridrorCamdattam)

INTRODUCTION

THERE lived in, Ujjain an opulent young merchant named Carudatta.
He was so charitable, so liberal in offerings to the gods and in gifts to
his friends, that all his wealth was dissipated. Then it happened that
he became enamoured of a beautiful young courtesan of the refined,
affectionate type familiar in the literature of the East from Greece to
Japan. Vasantasena, the courtesan, had fallen in love with the young
merchant.

The play opens with a prologue in which the stage-manager speaks
Prakrit and goes out to invite a poor brahman to share a meal. This
introduces Maitreya, the Jester boon-companion of the hero Carudatta.
From him, and from his dialogue with Carudatta, we hear much of the
woes of poverty.

Outside the house the Courtesan is chased by the villain, that is by
the King's brother-in-law, and an attendant Parasite. She gives them
the slip in the dark. The Hero sends out the Jester and a maid for some
religious observance. The Courtesan enters the Hero's house and is
mistaken for the maid. Having shaken off the libertines in the street,
the Jester returns. The Courtesan is discovered, and, claiming protec-
tion, leaves her jewels in the Hero's care. She is escorted home by the
Jester.                                                                                    (ACT I.)

The Courtesan discusses her beloved with her maid and then with
the Sharnpooer, who rushes in to escape a creditor. He has been in
Carudatta's service, so Vasantasena befriends him. A page rushes in
with a story of a rogue elephant and of Carudatta's kindness. They
catch a glimpse of Carudatta from the parapet,                        (A.CT II.)

The Hero and the Jester have been to a concert and are returning
late. The Courtesan's jewels are made over to the Jester. He and his
master sleep. Sajjalaka, an expert burglar, cuts an artistic hole in the
wall and goes off with the jewels, which the sleepy Jester thought he
was handing over to Carudatta. When the theft is discovered, his wife
sacrifices her pearl necklace, worth a lakh, to compensate the owner.

(ACT in.)

It appears that Sajjalaka, the enterprising burglar, is in love with
Yasantasena's maid, Madanika, and needed money to buy the young